
AP ART SUMMER PACKET 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
Happy Summer all! Congratulations on being handpicked by the finest of finest for 
AP Studio Art next year! I’m very excited to have you in my class and to work on 
building your artistic and personal voice.  
 
This summer you will be able to work on assignments that will set you up for 
success next year in class and on the AP exam. You will complete five 
assignments, all will be practice for what the course will be like, come 
September. Please feel free to contact me throughout the summer with any 
questions: 
 
E-mail: jmungiello@rih.org  
 
*IMPORTANT* Please sign into our Google Classroom course. This is where you 
will find all video lessons, examples, and PowerPoint for these five summer 
assignments described below.  
 
Google Classroom Code: webrdoy 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW:  
 
AP Studio Art is designed to allow students the time and guidance to engage in 
the artist process, both practical and philosophical. In this course you will work 
to create a strong fifteen-piece portfolio that will show and document your 
journey into your own questions about life and art.  
 
We will spend a lot of time thinking and planning our projects in sketchbooks 
before creating the final piece. Perfection is not something one can achieve 
(though it’s a commendable goal) in this class the focus will be on developing 
your voice through inquiry (questioning) action (creating) and revision. This is a 
rigorous course, but I know with steady practice and dedication you will have fun 
and be surprised with what type of art you’ll make. My goal is to help you find out 
your own voice in the classroom and outside. That is something special the arts 
can bring to you and will be helpful in any field you go into!  
 
 
 



INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS:  
 

1. Develop deep questions that will guide your portfolio and give you a concept 
to explore.  

2. Based on those questions conduct a sustained investigation through 
practice, experimentation, and revision. 

3. Skillfully combine materials, processes, and ideas into a cohesive body of 
work. 

4. Document your process through writing, photographs, sketches etc.  
5. Articulate your process and ideas in writing.  

 
SIDE NOTE: DON’T PANIC! I promise I will be there to help you every step of the 
way!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOULD THIS FACE LIE? 
(YOUR TEACHER IF YOU DIDN’T KNOW ALREADY) 

 
 
 



AP ART SUMMER PROJECT #1 
 
TITLE: MY WORLD—MIXED MEDIA AND COLLAGE  
 
All project power points and video lessons of me teaching are up on our Google 
Classroom class under the title AP SUMMER PROJECT #1. Please watch and read 
them for an in depth look at the assignment described below. 
 
CONCEPT: What does it mean to be happy in our lives and in our times? In this 
lesson, consider the concept of happiness. What does that look like? How do we 
get it? Why do we need it? Etc. You will create a collage/mixed media artwork 
that shows your own response to the concept I’m posing.  
 
CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS (IF YOU NEED THEM): 

1. Why do we strive towards happiness? 
2. What does happiness bring to your life? 
3. What does the absence of happiness bring to your life?  
4. What does happiness look like in your life? 
5. What does sadness look like in your life?  
6. People equate happiness with money, beauty, and power. Do these really 

bring happiness?  
7. How can we be happy when we see so much tragedy in our world?  
8. How do you balance happiness and sadness?  

 
REQUIREMENTS:  
• 2 Thumbnail sketches showing your brainstorming. Can be very rough and 

should be done in a sketchbook if possible. (Please turn these in with your 
 work) 

• Size: 9x12 or larger. You CANNOT work smaller than 9x12.  
• Create a collage containing 5 or more images. These can be printed, cut 

out, found, etc. Look through magazines, newspapers, old materials.  
• Must be mixed media. You can use any medium you want. Charcoal, 

graphite, pastel, painting, markers, colored pencils etc.  
• 2 in progress photographs  

 
AFTER COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS:  
Please answer the following question in the Google Doc on Classroom:  

1. What was your inspiration?  
2. What were some setbacks you had and how did you overcome them? 



3. What are some of the most significant things you’ve learned through the art 
making process? 

4. Which media and techniques did you use and how did they help your work? 
5. What do you find most successful about your work? 
6. How does the work fit the questions posed? 
7. How (if at all) will this piece inform future work?  

 
TIPS:  

• Fill the entire page in some way 
• Think about your personal life and what you have gone through what are you 

going through now? 
• Be open to change 
• Research artist’s who have worked with collage: Robert Rauschenberg, 

Hannah Hoch, Max Ernst, Duchamp, Andy Warhol, Pablo Picasso, Kurt 
Schwitters.  

• “Good artists copy. Great artists steal”- Pablo Picasso  
 
DUE: September 17th  
MY EXAMPLE AND ART HISTORICAL EXAMPLE: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP SUMMER PROJECT #2 
 
TITLE: WHAT ARE YOU?—STILL LIFE  
 
All project power points and video lessons of me teaching these lessons are up 
on our Google Classroom class under the title AP SUMMER PROJECT #2. Please 
watch and read them for an in depth look at the assignment described below.  
 
CONCEPT: Consider what your place is in this world; what does it look like? 
How do you feel about your choices and actions so far? Where do you want to go, 
what do you want to do? Considering these questions find a way to create a still 
life using at least four objects or more to explain your personality, your choices, 
your ideas, your hopes and desires, your mistakes etc.  
 
CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS: 

1. What gives your life meaning?  
2. “What I do defines who I am”, what does this statement mean to you?  
3. What objects describe your personality?  

 
REQUIREMENTS:  

• 2 Thumbnail sketches showing your brainstorming. Can be very rough and 
should be done in a sketchbook or loose-leaf paper. (Please save these for) 

• Size: 9x12 or larger. You CANNOT work smaller than 9x12.  
• Must draw at least two objects from life. Should have at least 5 objects in 

total 
• Any medium is acceptable.  
• 2 in progress photographs.  

 
AFTER COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS:  
Please answer the following question in the Google Doc on Classroom:  

1. What was your inspiration?  
2. What were some setbacks you had and how did you overcome them? 
3. What are some of the most significant things you’ve learned through the art 

making process? 
4. Which media and techniques did you use and how did they help your work? 
5. What do you find most successful about your work? 
6. How does the work fit the questions posed? 
7. How (if at all) will this piece inform future work?  

 
 



TIPS:  
• You do not only have to have objects in the drawing. You can include 

figures, abstraction, and any other elements you choose.  
• Can be mixed media 
• Start from what you like. Think about what objects represent you as a 

person. Which objects tell your story?  
• Arrange objects across the page. Utilizing the space. Don’t put one object in 

the center only.  
• “We are what we pretend to be”- Kurt Vonnegut  
• Look at artist’s Phillip Guston, van gogh, and Taylor McKimens  

 
DUE: September 17th  
 
MY EXAMPLE AND ART HISTORICAL EXAMPLE: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



AP SUMMER PROJECT #3 
 
TITLE: Who are you?—Portraiture  
 
All project power points and video lessons of me teaching these lessons are up 
on our Google Classroom class under the title AP SUMMER PROJECT #3. Please 
watch and read them for an in depth look at the assignment described below.  
 
CONCEPT: When looking at a person’s face you can see their personality and 
life story. All their joy and pain is reflected within the face, in the eyes, the nose, 
the mouth, the dips and creases etc. Our memories and experiences impact our 
lives as well as our looks. Pick a person (including yourself) and find a way to 
express their story; their personality in your portrait piece.  
 
CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS: 

1. How does a person’s life and emotions impact their facial features and look.  
2. How does the face react when it experiencing emotion? 
3. How can you reflect a person’s inner story in a portrait?  
4. How do our experiences and memories shape us and our looks.  

 
REQUIREMENTS:  

• 2 Thumbnail sketches showing your brainstorming. Can be very rough and 
should be done in a sketchbook or loose-leaf paper. (Please save these for) 

• Size: 9x12 or larger. You CANNOT work smaller than 9x12.  
• Must create a portrait that depicts the concept of the lesson.  
• Must include a background 
• Any medium is acceptable.  
• 2 in progress photographs.  

 
AFTER COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS:  
Please answer the following question in the Google Doc on Classroom:  

1. What was your inspiration?  
2. What were some setbacks you had and how did you overcome them? 
3. What are some of the most significant things you’ve learned through the art 

making process? 
4. Which media and techniques did you use and how did they help your work? 
5. What do you find most successful about your work? 
6. How does the work fit the questions posed? 
7. How (if at all) will this piece inform future work?  

 



TIPS:  
• You don’t have to make this about someone you know as long as you show 

me what the person is feeling and thinking and has been through, you’re A-
Ok! 

• Consider the whole page. Try to avoid placing the figure dead center, 
staring straight ahead. Try to change the perspective.  

• Perspective can increase meaning i.e. if we are looking down at the person 
they will feel weaker, if we are looking up they will feel stronger, if its an 
awkward angle they might feel erratic etc.  

• Try to use your empathy and feel what that person is feeling. Why are they 
sad? Why are they happy? What did they go through? What will that look 
like? 

• This does not have to be done realistically it can be surreal, abstracted etc.  
• “Tell me what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?”-Mary 

Oliver  
• Look up artist’s Lucien Freud, Francis Bacon, Van Gogh, Corot, Gerhard 

Richter 
DUE: September 17th  
 
MY EXAMPLE AND ART HISTORICAL EXAMPLE: 
 
 

 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP SUMMER PROJECT #4 
 

TITLE: ON THE OTHER SIDE-PERSPECTIVE 
 
*All project power points and video lessons of me teaching these lessons are up 
on our Google Classroom class under the title AP SUMMER PROJECT #4. Please 
watch and read them for an in depth look at the assignment described below.  
 
CONCEPT: When we change perspectives we change our understanding. The old 
saying of stepping into someone’s shoes is true. Once we can see from the lense 
of another we can build a new appreciation for their life and better understand 
their choices (right or wrong). For this project please consider what the world 
might look like through someone else’s eyes—from someone else’s perspective 
and then create a piece that depicts it. Please use composition and angle 
techniques (posted on google classroom).  
 
CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS: 

1. What does the world look like from another person’s perspective 
2. How does seeing through someone else’s eyes help our society 
3. How can the use of composition and angles enhance emotion and meaning 

in artworks?  
 
REQUIREMENTS:  

• 2 Thumbnail sketches showing your brainstorming. Can be very rough and 
should be done in a sketchbook or loose-leaf paper. (Please save these for) 

• Size: 9x12 or larger. You CANNOT work smaller than 9x12.  
• Must use landscape in some way (how is up to you) 
• Must include one of the following: 1 point, 2 point, or 3 point perspective.  
• Any medium is acceptable.  
• 2 in progress photographs 

 
AFTER COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS:  
Please answer the following question in the Google Doc on Classroom:  

1. What was your inspiration?  
2. What were some setbacks you had and how did you overcome them? 
3. What are some of the most significant things you’ve learned through the art 

making process? 
4. Which media and techniques did you use and how did they help your work? 
5. What do you find most successful about your work? 



6. How does the work fit the questions posed? 
7. How (if at all) will this piece inform future work?  

 
TIPS:  

• Think about how angles can impact meaning. What would the world look 
like to a shorter person or a taller person? Show me how using perspective 
and angles.  

• This can be political or philosophical as well. What does the world look like 
from a poor persons perspective, rich persons, middle class persons, 
Catholic person, Jewish person, African American, Chinese, White, etc. etc. 
From a person suffering with depression and anxiety, from a person who 
feels joy all the time etc.  

• Be inventive. You can show me the world through a persons eyes or 
something else. What would the world like from the view of an apple that is 
about to get eaten by a person? What does the world look like to a pig that 
lives in the slaughterhouse? What does the world look like to a tree looking 
down on us? What does the world look like from inside of your body etc. etc.  

• One way to use perspective is to draw from the 1st person. Put the viewer 
inside the eyes of another.  

• What you are doing is practicing empathy. Try this when you are walking 
around and seeing people. Imagine what its like to be them for a moment. 
That’s how you’ll find your idea.  

• “Empathy is patiently and sincerely seeing the world through the other 
person’s eyes. It is not learned in school; it is cultivated over a lifetime.”-
Albert Einstein 

• Look up artists Lucien Freud, Francis Bacon, Michel Borremans, 
Parmigianino, Vermeer, Emmet Gowin, Matvey Levenstein, Lisa Yuskavage, 
Marlene Dumas.  
 

DUE: September 17th  
MY EXAMPLE AND ART HISTORICAL EXAMPLE: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP SUMMER PROJECT #5 
 
TITLE:  
All project power points and video lessons of me teaching these lessons are up 
on our Google Classroom class under the title AP SUMMER PROJECT #5. Please 
watch and read them for an in depth look at the assignment described below.  
 
CONCEPT:  
We are affected and controlled by our emotions. It keeps us from making 
meaningful connections with others, our worlds, and ourselves. One way above 
this—our default setting is kindness. Kindness connects people and communities 
and is a form of respect and love. Create a metaphorical drawing about how 
kindness has impacted your life or how it could impact our lives as whole. Please 
use value/tonal range in your work.  
 
CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS: 

1. Why is kindness seen as weak? Doesn’t it take strength to care about 
something? 

2. How can kindness help our society especially in lieu of COVID-19 
3. Why do acts of kindness connect us?  
4. What does kindness look like in our world right now? 
5. What happens when people are not kind? What does that look like?  
6. How can value and lighting help enhance the mood of an artwork?  

 
REQUIREMENTS:  

• 2 Thumbnail sketches showing your brainstorming. Can be very rough and 
should be done in a sketchbook or loose-leaf paper. (Please save these for) 

• Size: 9x12 or larger. You CANNOT work smaller than 9x12.  
• Must use value and shades to create your work.  
• Must consider the whole page. Don’t leave the background totally empty.   
• Any medium is acceptable.  
• 2 in progress photographs 

 
AFTER COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS:  
Please answer the following question in the Google Doc on Classroom:  

1. What was your inspiration?  
2. What were some setbacks you had and how did you overcome them? 
3. What are some of the most significant things you’ve learned through the art 

making process? 
4. Which media and techniques did you use and how did they help your work? 



5. What do you find most successful about your work? 
6. How does the work fit the questions posed? 
7. How (if at all) will this piece inform future work?  

 
TIPS:  

• Think about lighting can change the meaning of your work. If you use heavy 
darks the viewer might feel sad or depressed. If your work is very light 
someone might feel uplifted and brighter etc.  

• The light you choose should somehow make sense with your 
theme/concept.  

• Think about how kindness has helped you in your life.  
• Think about how the lack of kindness has impacted your life. 
• What would the world look like if we were all kind? 
• What would the world look like if we all were NOT kind?  
•  “Who, in your life, do you remember most fondly, with the most undeniable 

feelings of warmth? Those who were kindest to you, I bet.”-George 
Saunders 

• Look up artists Edvard Munch, William Kentridge, Shepard Fairey, 
Caravggio, Matvey Levenstein.  
 

DUE: September 17th  
 
MY EXAMPLE AND SOME ART HISTORICAL EXAMPLE: 
 

 
 
 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


